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barely mentioned, and the principle by which the disadvantages of the 
latter operation are overcome is not alluded to. It lias been generally 
supposed that the malposition of the stump, producing a tendency to ulcera¬ 
tion, was caused by the action of the muscle pulling on the tendo Achillis. 
It is now recognized to be due to the obliquity of the os calcis, the lower 
surface of which is made horizontal by a cut through the bone. 

We are disappointed in the illustrations accompanying this volume: 
although we are spared the time-honoured transmittenda which publishers 
are wont to cling to with an almost paternal affection, those which take their 
place have a certain pre-Baphaelite flavour which does not reflect credit 
upon the progress made in this department of art. Considering the vast 
amount of money annually spent by the profession in this country in medical 
literature, for we believe there is no better market in the world, we think 
it hits the right to demand the highest grade of excellence in all departments 
of the publisher’s art. We are disposed also to criticize gently the size of 
the volume, which renders the perusal of an article in one’s easy chair, 
with the evening cigar, a task requiring the exertion of no small amount of 
muscular force. The large and handsome type, however, makes reading 
easy to old eyes, and the volume presents the elegant and dignified appear¬ 
ance which a work of such great importance to surgery should possess. 

J. C. W. 


Art. XXVII— A Treatise on Diseases of the Dye. By II. D. Noyes, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology in Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College ; Surgeon to the Xew York Eye and Ear In¬ 
firmary ; President of the American Ophtbalmological Society, etc. 
8vo. pp. 3G0. New York : VVm. Wood & Co., 1851. 

Tins work, which is one of the Wood series, is something more than a 
hand-book. Though it is condensed into a comparatively small compass, 
its author not only gives us the results of his own extensive experience, 
but has carefully searched the modern records of the literature of his sub¬ 
ject, and presents an excellent epitome of the ophthalmic surgery of to-day. 
Brief statements are given of the anatomical structure of the different 
parts of the organ, and the discussion of important points in physiology 
and pathology is sufficiently full for all practical ends. The subjects of 
paralysis of the external muscles of the eye and of the various forms of 
optic neuritis and atrophy, so interesting and important in their connec¬ 
tion with general medicine, are ably and quite freely discussed. 

Though the author has, of course, some views of his own, there are 
none that can be called “whims;” the directions for treatment are prac¬ 
tical and sound, and represent tairly the practice of ophthalmic surgeons 
in America. There are very few exceptions to this rule ; we think, for 
example, that the majority of ophthalmic surgeons commence with a 
weaker glass than 4 ' s or 3 ' ( . in presbyopia, and that - 7 V or is more fre¬ 
quently the first prescription. A .j,. can rarely be continuously used with 
entire comfort in the commencement of simple presbyopia; and a glass 
stronger than is necessary to give sharp definition at the accustomed read¬ 
ing distance is thought by some good authorities, not only to render the 
wearer unnecessarily dependent on its aid, but to actually hasten the loss 



1882.] Gould, Cure of External Aneurism by Elastic Bandage. 211 


of the remaining accommodative power. Iodide of potash is entirely 
omitted from the list of remedies in parenchymatous keratitis, perhaps in¬ 
advertently, as it is very generally used in this disease, which, in a large 
proportion of cases, is a form of tertiary syphilis, and is more influenced 
by the iodide than by any other medicine. Inunction, which is the only 
form in which the use of mercury is recommended, would be found worse 
than monotonous in the long, weary months of treatment that this disease 
demands. 

Not much is to be said of paper and print, except that they are in ac¬ 
cordance with the price of the book, the subject-matter of which deserves 
to be presented in a more elegant form, and to command a higher price. 
Though the cuts generally answer the purpose of illustration fairly well, 
they are far from being good specimens of high art; the coloured plates of 
the fundus are probably much the worst that have ever appeared in public, 
and none of the four portraits of the author do him justice. In spite of 
these drawbacks, Dr. Noyes is to be congratulated upon having produced 
a really good book, which will take rank at once among the best text¬ 
books on the subject in our language. The general practitioner can 
depend upon it for all that his practical needs require, and the specialist 
will often find it a convenient reference. 

It is to be regretted that many who will want the book cannot obtain it 
without paying for eleven other books that they do not want. 

G. C. H. 


Art. XXVIII_ On the Rapid Method of Care of External Aneurism by 

means of the Elastic Hand aye. With a table of Seventy-two Cases. 
By A. Pearce Golji.d, M.S., F.R.C.S., Lecturer on Anatomy at the 
'Westminster Hospital Medical School, Assistant Surgeon to Westmin¬ 
ster Hospital, Surgeon to the Northwest London Hospital. 8vo. pp. 52. 
London : J. W. Kolckmann, 1882. 

Tiie dangers attendant upon diseases of the arteries have always been 
recognized by the medical profession. Much attention has been devoted 
to the subject, and the methods of treatment to be adopted in cases of 
nneurismal dilatation of the vessels have been many and varied. When 
the application of a ligature in the continuity of the vessel was suggested 
and practised, it marked one of the most decided steps taken in advance 
in the whole domain of surgery. Great as have been the successes 
attendant upon that operation, many as have been the lives saved bv it, 
yet the dangers attending its performance have always been considerable, 
and have led to many attempts to substitute some other method of proce¬ 
dure. 

W hen Esmarch introduced the elastic bandage to the profession as a 
means of controlling hemorrhage, its proven efficiency very naturally led 
to its being thought of as a suitable agency for the treatment of those exter¬ 
nal aneurisms to which it could be applied. The anticipations formed of 
its efficiency have not as yet been fully realized, and to examine into the 
cases recorded, to study*the causes of failure in some, while others were 
brilliantly successful, is the task which Mr. Gould undertook in a paper 
read in the Surgical Section at the International Medical Congress held in 



